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EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers,
Warm greetings from the editorial team of your 

favourite newsletter!
This year, the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Water Development (MoAIWD) in collaboration with 
the Malawi Confederation of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (MCCCI) organised a National Agriculture 
Fair which was held in Blantyre at the Chichiri Trade 
Fair grounds. 

We were privileged to have the Minister, honourable 
Kondwani Nankhumwa presiding over the Agriculture 
fair which also attracted a lot of exhibitors. 

We are therefore delighted to bring this special 
edition featuring the 16th National Agriculture Fair. 
For comments or any suggestions concerning DAES 
e-newsletter, kindly email us at 

acbranchmw@gmail.com 
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By Khalani Makunje

inister of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water 
Development, 

honourable Kondwani 
Nankhumwa MP, presented 
awards to four outstanding 
exhibitors at this year’s National 
Agriculture Fair (NAF) at the 
Chichiri Trade Fair Grounds in 
Blantyre.
Giving a background of the 
awards, the Ministry’s Secretary 
Mr. Gray Nyandule-Phiri said 
the outstanding exhibitors were 
identified after a thorough 
assessment of their exhibition 
stands done by a special team 
that inspected all the pavilions at 
the fair. 
“Let me mention that the 
winning exhibitors were assessed 
on different aspects some of 
which included the internal and 
external appearance of their 
stand, presentation of products 
and services, and management 
and neatness of the stand,” said 
Nyandule-Phiri.
The awards were in four 
categories; best Farmer 
Organization, best Input 
Provider, best Service Provider 
and best Agro-processor, and 
over 90 exhibitors participating 
in the fair were inspected.
The Minister awarded the 
Department of Animal Health 
and Livestock Development 
(DAHLD) as the best Service 
Provider. The National 
Association of Smallholder 
Farmers in Malawi (NASFAM) 

received the award of best 
Agro-processors. Carrying the 
day on behalf of farmers was the 
UN Women which was awarded 
the best Farmer Organization. 
In the last category, Farmers 
Organization Limited (FOL) was 
crowned the best Input Provider.
Speaking in an interview after 
the awards, the best Agro-
Processor awardee (NASFAM) 
Board Chairperson Mr. Banani 
Zimba, said they are happy with 
the award and that it is a sign 
and recognition of the great 
job they are doing as an agro-
processing organization. 
“When you are doing a good job 
you don’t appraise yourself, you 
let others come and asses if you 
are doing a good job. This award 

means that we are on track and 
people are appreciating what we 
are doing,” said Zimba.
Farmers, agricultural 
organizations, and other 
stakeholders come together 
every year in this event to share 
experiences, new agricultural 
technologies, interventions, 
and products through displays 
and other forms of information 
dissemination. This year’s 
National Agriculture Fair took 
place from the 25th to 28th 
September under the theme 
‘Agriculture Commercialization: 
Basis for Agro-based 
Industrialization’. 

“Let me mention that the winning exhibitors were assessed 
on different aspects some of which included the internal and 
external appearance of their stand, presentation of products 
and services, and management and neatness of the stand,” 
said Nyandule-Phiri.

”

This award means that we are on track-Zimba, NASFAM Board Chaiperson
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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT THROUGH 
AGRI-BUSINESS

By Jessica Mandanda

Network for Youth 
development launched a 
programme with the aim 

of empowering the youth to gain 
a sense of financial independence 
while promoting climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.
Through the programme, the youth 
receive extension services that 
Network for Youth Development 
liaises with in order to maximize 
on productivity using the updated 
methods and innovations.
Edwin Kaunda, a youth Agriculture 
entrepreneur explained his process 
in Ginger farming as he displayed 
his products at the 16th National 
Agriculture fair in Blantyre. 
He went on to further explain 
his choice in ginger farming, 
noting that currently, there are a 
lot more reported cases of high 
blood pressure, heart and chronic 

diseases as well as other respiratory 
illnesses, ginger is a natural healing 
plant that aids in the treatment of 
these conditions.
 While many continue to frown 
upon the use of ginger as often a 
commodity for the upper class, 

its health benefits are slowly being 
mainstreamed and therefore, he saw 
an opportunity to maximize on the 
ginger production.
Besides the ginger, he also displayed 
products that had been produced 
from the ginger such as ginger 
powder which may be used in 
various ways enhancing people’s 
health and promoting natural ways 
for healthier bodies.
He emphasized the need for the 
young to be proactive for their own 
independence which will allow 
young people fill their time being 
productive and a starting point 
towards financial sustainability 
through agri-business, highlighting 
the different products that can 
be produced and as another 
way of combatting the issue of 
unemployment among the youth in 
the country.

Edwin Kaunda an Agri-Entrepreneur
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Blantyre City Council has 
collaborated with Waste Advisers 
in recycling waste products 

to produce compost manure to 
encourage sanitation in Blantyre and 
Malawi as a whole while contributing 
to agriculture production. 
Waste Advisers displayed their 
products for farmers and other 
relevant partners in the Agriculture 
sector during the 16th National 
Agriculture Fair at Chichiri Trade Fair 
grounds. 
Mr. Isaac Gomani, Project Manager 
for the recycling project said the main 
purpose of the project is to reduce 
the waste products that compile 
at the recycling sites by producing 
manure and therefore enhancing 
sanitation for a clean Blantyre. 
"There were issues we saw were not 
right, so the compost manure we are 
making comes from waste products 
within the city of Blantyre. We are 
working hand in hand to reduce the 
waste products that compile at the 
recycling site. This means that we are 
working towards making the city of 
Blantyre clean and we are using the 
things that people thought are just 

A CLEAN FUTURE FOR BLANTYRE 
WITH COMPOST MANURE

By Roxana Manda
waste products and turning them into 
something usable," said Gomani.
Speaking on the recycling process, 
Gomani explained the collection of 
waste products from Blantyre City 
council, followed by the separation of 
non-decomposing recyclable products 
such as plastic and glass which are 
not used for production of compost 
manure. 
“This work takes 8 weeks to be 
completed but what happens is 
that once we finish selecting the 
waste products, we mix them with 

animal waste products as well in 
recommended amounts. After that, 
we mix them with water until they 
are all wet then the manure is heated 
up or undergoes a thermosynthetic 
process reaching up to 70 degrees." 
This  thermosynthetic  process 
ensures that all pests and diseases die 
ensuring the manure’s safety for farm 
use.
“As a company, we saw that one thing 
that worries farmers is fertilizer which 
is expensive, so not all farmers can 
afford buying fertilizer that is why we 
thought of this process of making 
compost manure”, Gomani explained.
Gomani further said the manure is 
then sold to farmers, organizations, 
and companies after production 
through radio advertisements. He 
encouraged farmers to adopt the 
process of making compost manure 
because it uses readily available 
resources that are found even in our 
homes. He also encouraged farmers 
to practice Conservation Agriculture 
as this allows pests and diseases to 
die before the next growing season 
and also to avoid bush fires as this 
destroys essential plant nutrients.  Isaac Gomani, Waste Advisers Project Manager
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INNOVATION AT PLAY IN BAOBAB 
VALUE CHAIN

By Hastings Nthungo
uring the 16th National Agriculture Fair, Zankhalango 
Association displayed their baobab products showcasing 
and explaining the different ways in which baobab is 

beneficial for empowerment, health, and conservation of the 
environment.
Rosbey Nthinda, an Extension worker for Zankhalango 
Association hailed Malawi’s potential to develop using our 
natural resources without disturbing the environment. 
He added that baobab is known as “the tree of life” because 
it is rich in nutrients and the oil from its seeds has high 
moisturizing capabilities.
 “We extract high-quality baobab flour from baobab. After 
extracting flour, we remain with baobab seeds which are 
used to extract baobab organic oil. The cake is used to make 
nutritive livestock feeds and organic manure,” explained 
Nthinda on the production process.

"The only challenge we have is the penetration of international 
markets due to high levels of aflatoxin resulting from poor 
post-harvest handling of baobab. To curb this challenge, we 
are training our farmers to ensure that the baobab fruits have 
dried naturallyand properly in the trees before harvesting”
He proceeded to say they managed to export baobab products 
to England and 1 kilogram of grade 1 baobab flour sells at 
K17, 000 further proving Malawi’s potential.
Edith Matewere, secretary of Zankhalango cooperative in 
Mang’ombe village, Traditional Authority Nankumba in 
Mangochi district appreciated Zankhalango association for the 
skills on harvesting and caring of baobab fruits.
Matewere added that Zankhalango association is empowering 
them to become self-reliant by utilizing baobab products.

“The only challenge we have is the penetration of international markets due to 
high levels of aflatoxin resulting from poor post-harvest handling of baobab. To 
curb this challenge, we are training our farmers to ensure that the baobab fruits 
have dried naturallyand properly in the trees before harvesting” -Nthinda ”



A BEACON OF HOPE FOR THE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY IN MALAWI 

-BRINGING A TASTE OF MOZAMBIQUE TO THE 16TH NAF

By Jessica Mandanda

The 16th National Agriculture 
Fair (NAF) saw many 
exhibits this year as it 

was launched on the 25th of  
September at the Trade Fair 
grounds in Blantyre.
Among the exhibitors, some 
were international which included 
Quemaline port city, from 
Mozambique.
From the Indian ocean, they 
brought fresh fish, stone fish, 
prawns-both fresh and dried 
as well as crabs. In addition, 
they brought with them rice 
from Mozambique, noting the 
available space they have and 

the proximity to the Indian ocean 
which is very conducive for rice 
production.
During the fair, they explained 
their peaking interest in 
exporting crabs as well as other 
seafood to Malawi as this is not 
a very explored and established 
industry in Malawi and is often 
viewed as expensive and only 
available in restaurants or along 
the lakeshore.
Aside from seafood, they brought 
coconuts, which are not very 
commonly found in the urban 
areas of  Malawi and proved to 
be a high demand commodity 

as many flocked to purchase 
the coconuts for a taste of  the 
fresh coconut water known for its 
hydrating properties.
Bringing to the fair assorted 
seafood, the hope for the 
Mozambique city council in the 
Zambezi province is to open up 
a market for seafood such as 
crabs, shrimp and prawns for the 
Malawian market.
Overall, this may be taken as a 
positive development for Malawi.
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CASSAVA VALUE ADDITION TAKES 
AGRO-PROCESSORS TO GREATER HEIGHTS

With the aim of improving 
their livelihood through 
cassava value addition, 

a group of farmers from a number 
of districts across the country 
formed an association, the National 
Cassava Processors Association 
(NCPA) in 2011. Despite starting 
with a very small number in 
the initial stage, the association 
comprises 30 cassava processors in 
the northern, central and southern 
parts of the country.  NCPA mainly 
produces high-quality cassava flour 
and provides market opportunities 
to smallholder cassava farmers in 
the country.   
Speaking during the 16th 
National Agriculture Fair held at 
Chichiri grounds in Blantyre, the 
Chairperson of the association, 
Adon Chisi, who is also one of the 
processors, emphasized the extent 
to which cassava value addition 

has transformed their lives.
 “Our lives have greatly 
improved, we are food secure 
and economically empowered, we 
produce different products from 
cassava and sell them at good 
prices”, Chisi said. 
The processors produce cassava 
tubers on their own, however, due 
to small landholdings and large 
quantities of tubers demanded 
for processing, they buy cassava 
tubers from surrounding smallholder 
farmers. Each processor has specific 
farmers from which they buy the 
tubers.
 “It is not easy for us to own large 
pieces of land to produce enough 
cassava tubers despite the high 
demand to process, we have 
farmers who produce and sell 
the tubers to us” explained Isaac 
Mgeni, one of the processors based 
in Zomba. 

As one way of ensuring high-quality 
standards of their products, the 
agro-processors plant certified 
cassava cuttings using good and 
modern agricultural technologies. 
Among others, the association 
produces high-quality cassava flour 
which is processed within 24 hours of 
uprooting the tubers and fermented 
cassava flour (Kondowole), most 
of which is sold within the country. 
Cassava stems are kept and used as 
planting materials while peels and 
other by-products are processed into 
briquettes which are used as fuel.

Members of the association hailed 
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Development, Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
Cassava Adding Value for Africa 
(CAVA), Farm Income Diversification 
Programme (FIDP), and GIZ for 
building their capacity in cassava 

By Tuchitechi Hawonga



value addition and providing them 
with inputs and machinery for their 
daily operations. The association 
is looking forward to purchasing 
bigger and more efficient 
machinery for huge returns, get 
certified by the Malawi Bureau 
of Standards (MBS) and hope 

to see the government come up 
with deliberate measures to make 
people embrace cassava as one of 
the major crops just like maize. 

The Malawi government through 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Water Development 

(MoAIWD) is putting much effort 
through strategies and policies 
like the National Agriculture Policy 
(NAP) to promote value addition 
and agro-processing of agricultural 
products by smallholder farmers to 
achieve food and income security. 

ORANGE-FLESHED SWEET POTATO (OFSP)  
ADRESSING HIDDEN HUNGER

weet potato is increasingly 
becoming an important 
crop in terms of its 

contribution to food security in 
Malawi. Orange-fleshed Sweet 
potato (OFSP) has become 
an easy accessible source of 
vitamin A to address vitamin 
A deficiency (VAD) especially 
among under-five children, 
pregnant women and lactating 
mothers in the country. 

Touring the Trade Fair stands 
during the 16th National 
Agriculture Fair (NAF), we 
came across yummy products 
made from Orange-fleshed 
Sweet potato.  Jean Pankuku, 
one of the exhibitors at this 
stand and owner of Tehilah 
bakery in Blantyre gave a 
flawless expert description 

of her OFSP value-added 
products. 

“OFSP can be utilized in various 
forms such as flour, puree, 
juice, and cakes. My core value 
is to contribute to improving 
dietary diversity, nutrition 
and incomes especially for the 
most vulnerable groups of 
people,” said Pankuku. 

Pankuku further added 
that OFSP valued-added 
products have attained high 
acceptability in our local 
markets as they generate more 
revenue as compared to using 
pure wheat flour. 

Tiwonge Mhango Chadzala, 
OFSP breeder at Bvumbwe 
Research Station under 
International Potato Centre 

(CIP) highlighted the need for 
nutrition-sensitive agriculture 
as one way of fighting against 
hidden hunger in Malawi.

“OFSP is good for combating 
malnutrition, it provides 
Vitamin A which is essential for 
good eyesight, cellular bone 
and tooth growth, formation 
and maintenance of healthy 
skin just to mention a few,” 
said Chadzala. 

According to one of the OFSP 
farmers, Gerald Akishoni 
of Umodzi Sweet potato 
Smallholder Association, from 
Zunde EPA, T/A Ngabu in 
Nsanje district, vibrant harvest 
means more OFSP which in 
turn provide more revenue and 
nutrients for better health.

“I have realised MK1, 
600,000.00 from OFSP in the 
2018/2019 growing season. 
I am planning to expand 
my farm in the 2019/2020 
growing season because I have 
discovered new markets to 
supply OFSP,” said Akishoni.

Over the past decade, 
momentum around nutrition 
has been steadily building, 
with governments and 
stakeholders around the world 
acknowledging nutrition 
as a key component of 
development. 

This year’s National Agriculture 
Fair sparked another platform 
where different farmers and 
stakeholders showcased their 
products and found potential 
buyers.

By Hastings Nthungo
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The long awaited revised ‘Guide to Agricultural Production’ (GAP) 
2018 edition handbook has finally been released. Grab a copy at only 
MK5,000.00  from Department of Agriculture Extension Services 

offices in  Area 4, Lilongwe and all Agriculture Development Divisions 
(ADDs) countrywide. 

GAP is a reference Manual for professionals in Agriculture sector and 
farmers to have easy access to research proven technologies that are 

useful in different farming enterprises. The academia will also find 
this guide useful.

Rush and grab your copy!

MK

5000

AGRICULTURAL RADIO AND TV PROGRAMMES BROADCASTING SCHEDULE
RADIO  TV

ULIMI WALERO TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP TITUKUKE NDI ASWAP

	Wednesdays & Thursdays on MBC 
Radio 1 (13:30 to 13:50 hrs)

	Fridays on MBC Radio 1 (15:15 to 
15:30 hrs)

	Mondays on MBC TV (18:15 – 
18:30hrs)

	Mondays on MBC Radio 2 FM 
(18:00 to 18:20 hrs)

	Wednesdays on MBC Radio 1 (11:30 
to 11:45 hrs) Repeat

	Thursdays on MBC TV (13:00 – 
13:15hrs)

ZOKOMERA ALIMI 

	Saturdays on MBC Radio 1 (11:30 to 
12:00 hrs)

Coming out  Soon 
Watch out for the following publications from the 

Department of Agriculture Extension Services (DAES)

DAES Magazine and  Za Achikumbi Magazine
These are quarterly DAES publications available in hard copies for 

free..........
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